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8 Share Fair Nation

Nearly 2,000 area students, teachers and community members descended on
Bridgewater College this past fall to enjoy and engage in science, technology,
engineering, the arts and mathematics (STEAM) exhibits and experiments.
Bridgewater takes a look at this fun, hands-on festival for learning and
growing. Story by Karen Doss Bowman '91.

12 The Answer is tik 13")

So what's a foreign-language student to do when he or she wants to learn
something other than the usual French or German or Spanish? How about
Mandarin or Arabic? That's where Bridgewater's Language Exchange Lab and
engaging with the world comes in. Story by Martha Bell Graham.

14 The Club and the Crucible

The Bridgewater College Civil War Club is the only one of its kind in
Virginia, and spends nearly 100 percent of its time visiting the sites where the
United States we know today was forged in the crucible of war.
Story by Charles Culbertson.

17 Conservation in Action

Bridgewater College students head into the woods, fields and labs of
conservation practice through a unique semester with the Smithsonian
Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI) in Front Royal.
Story by Olivia A. Shifflett.

20 The (Eagle) Eyes Have It

W hen they' re not studying or racing up and down the court against other
ODAC opponents, the men's basketball team has another pastime-reading
with area elementary students. Bridgewater gives the eagle-eye to a successful
volunteer program that engages athletes with our future leaders.
Story by Mark Griffin '79.

23 Hope Hickman and the Bridgewater Experience

Hope Hickman '78 credits.retired Professor Robert Hueston with fostering
her career passion and creating opportunities for her to succeed. Now,
this engaged donor does the same for current and future generations of
Bridgewater students. Story by Liisa Franzen.
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Messagefrom the President
Before I ever imagined that I would have an opportu
nity to serve as a college president, I was for many years a
faculty member in biology, teaching students about the
unity and diversity of life in the world around us. I have
many wonderful memories from my days as a teacher, but
the most vivid and significant (for me and my students)
are those of the time we spent together-outside the
classroom-engaged in undergraduate research. That
opportunity for engaged learning proved to be a power
ful journey for my students. They developed a greater
understanding of the commitment required of, and the
joys encountered by, a lifelong learner. They discovered
what may be the most important benefit of a liberal arts
education.
This love of learning is something that I hope all
Bridgewater graduates take with them when they leave
campus. It is an important component in living a truly
fulfilling life-one in which the search for knowledge
and new understanding never stops. While a love of
learning can be fostered within the four walls of a class
room, and each class a student takes in our liberal arts
curriculum contributes to it, it's often those times when
students "get their hands dirty" that become the pivotal
moments in their education, the moments that nurture a deep love of learning.
We call these opportunities experiential learning and they can take the form of research, volunteer
ing as part of a class in the community, studying abroad, internships and so much more. As you reflect
on your Bridgewater Experience, experiential learning opportunities may well rise to the top of your
list of best memories-or maybe you wish you had access to the extraordinary opportunities available
to our current Eagles!
In this issue, we celebrate the ways our students are engaging with the community and the world
through experiential learning. The efforts of more than 300 students, faculty and staff, and the gener
osity of the Morgridge Family Foundation brings Share Fair Nation to Bridgewater College and the
Shenandoah Valley region. Our Civil War Club heads to the battlefields to relive some of the pivotal
moments in our country's history. Students engage with fellow students and faculty at other colleges
in our Language Exchange Lab, a great example of technology at use in our classrooms. Student
athletes enable our community's youth to "Read with an Eagle;' inspiring a love of learning in the next
generation. This issue represents just a small sample of the ways our students are learning outside of
the traditional classroom. It happens here every day, and in more ways than we can count.
One of my top priorities is to expand the breadth and depth of experiential learning opportunities
at the College, and for these opportunities to become a hallmark of the Bridgewater Experience. I
hope you enjoy this issue, and, as you read, that you'll think about ways you can partner with us and
inspire a love of learning in someone else.
With warm regards,

David W. Bushman, Ph.D.
President
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Bridgewater Receives Gift of World's Most
Efficient Vehicle

TOP PHOTO: Pictured with the ELF are, from left to
right: Teshome Molalenge, director of the Center
for Sustainability at Bridgewater; Sean O'Connell
'85; Bridgewater President David W Bushman; and
Sharon O'Connell 'BJ. A gift from the O'Connells made
Bridgewater's acquisition of the ELF possible.

ABOVE: The ELF (Electric, Light, Fun) sustainability
vehicle.

Ir looks like an Easter egg on wheels, but the ELF-a solar powered pedal car
gets some serious mileage (the equivalent of 1,800 miles per gallon of gasoline) and
can now be seen whipping silently around the campus of Bridgewater College as it
performs a number of sustainability-related tasks.
The ELF (Electric, Light, Fun) vehicle is the latest effort by Bridgewater to
increase its sustainability and reduce reliance on traditional, carbon-emission tech
nology. W hile the ELF can operate solely on a solar charge and has a correspond
ing range of about 15 miles, it can also be pedaled, which helps charge the battery
and gives the vehicle a range of more than 100 miles.
Teshome Molalenge, director of the Center for Sustainability at Bridgewater,
said that the primary purpose of the ELF is to reduce the College's use of carbon
emission vehicles, but that it also has the ancillary benefit of promoting individual
health. How healthy you become, he said, depends on how much you pedal. In
addition, he said that the ELF can be used as a learning tool for students.
"The ELF is a key addition to our student-run recycling program;' said Mola
lenge. "We currently have six students who use one bike cargo and one utility cart
for recycling collection efforcs. The ELF will create more flexible schedules for
students and improve recycling collection efforts on campus. We recently acquired
electronics for recycling from our IT Center, and the ELF will come in handy to
tackle this effort."
The $6,000 ELF, which is made in the United States and has a load capac
ity of 150 pounds, was a gifi: from Alexandria, Va., residents Sean and Sharon
O'Connell, who are 1985 and 1983 Bridgewater College alumni, respectively.

BRIDGEWATER
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IT'S ON

College Participates in Campaign Against
Campus Sexual Assault
Changing the culture surrounding sexual assault on college campuses was the focus of a
W hite House campaign in which Bridgewater College participated Nov. 18-21.
The "It's On Us" campaign was designed, not to target aggressors, but to change the conver
sations taking place about sexual assault and to change the behavior of bystanders-those who
actually witness a situation and don't do anything about it. In other words, "it's on us" to get
involved and step in when there may be an issue.
At Bridgewater, participants took the "It's On
Us" pledge to help keep women and men safe
from sexual assault; to not be a bystander to the
problem, but to be a part of the solution; to rec
ognize that non-consensual sex is sexual assault;
to identify situations in which sexual assault may
occur; to intervene in situations in which consent
has not or cannot be given; and to create an envi
ronment in which sexual assault is unacceptable
and survivors are supported.
- CRYSTAL LYNN, TITLE IX COORDINATOR
Students at Bridgewater conducted a drive de
signed to get people to take the pledge and share
it via Facebook or Twitter in the form of a "viral
badge." Workshops also were offered.
"Saying 'it's on us' may appear to be a simplistic way to address a very complex issue, but the
reality is, it really is on us, each one of us, to step up and be a part of the solution;' said Crystal
Lynn, Tide IX coordinator at Bridgewater and one of the organizers of the "It's On Us" cam
paign at the College. "If there is one take-away that I want our students to understand, it is that
they truly have the power to intervene and to make a difference for someone else."

"If there is one take-away that I want our
students to understand, it is that they truly
have the power to intervene and to make a
difference for someone else."
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Athletic Hall of Fame Welcomes Five BC Sports Legends

Five stellar former Bridgewater College athletes were inducted
into the College's Athletic Hall of Fame on Oct. 31, in the newly
restored Nininger Hall. The inductees were also recognized the
following day at half-time of the Eagles' football game against
Hampden-Sydney College.
The inductees for 2014 were Marion "Bo" Trumbo '74, Barry

Davis '87, Dwight Denlinger '81, Teresa (Terry) Cox Elia '83 and
Dan Rush '95.
The Bridgewater College Athletic Hall of Fame was established
co honor chose who, by outstanding achievement in athletics at
Bridgewater and service chereafi:er, have made lasting contributions
in the community, government, church and/ or workplace.

Photos by Tommy Thompson

Trumbo was a standout pitcher for
the baseball program. Several of his
pitching records have stood for nearly
four decades. Trumbo's career 1.62
earned run average is still the best in
program history, and he still owns the
single-season record with a 1.02 ERA.
Trumbo is also still tied for the most
complete games in program history with 15. He
set the career strikeout record with 140, a mark he
held for 25 years.

Denlinger was one of the top distance runners in Bridgewater College
history. He won the Old Dominion Athletic Conference cross country
individual title in 1980 and qualified for the NCAA national meet.
Denlinger also excelled on the track where he won four individual
titles. During his senior year, he won the mile and two-mile during the
indoor season and added the 5000-meter crown during the outdoor
season. Denlinger also won the indoor two-mile as a junior. He fin
ished his career at Bridgewater ranked second in the 5000 meters and third in the
1500 on the career performance lists. His accomplishments in the distance events

helped lead the Eagles to six team titles during his career.

Elia played basketball, tennis and field hockey during her
four years at Bridgewater. She finished her basketball
career ranked second in assists and steals, and Elia still
holds the single-season assists mark with 181 assists dur
ing her senior season. She also added 891 points and 377
rebounds during her four-year career. During her four
years, the Eagles posted a 77-38 overall record. Bridgewater joined the Old
Dominion Athletic Conference prior to Elia's final season and, as a senior, she
helped lead the Eagles to a first-place finish during the regular season and a
second-place finish at the conference tournament.

BRIDGEWATER
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EMILY HANCOCK

STANLEY A. GALLOWAY

Poets Worldwide Converge
on Bridgewater for Festival

P

oets and publishers from around the world converged

MAI-LINH HONG

Stanley A. Galloway, a professor of English at Bridgewater and

upon Bridgewater College Jan. 15-18 for a conference to

internationally recognized poet, organized the conference as part of

celebrate poetry, creativity and the global exchange of ideas.

his Interterm class.

The Bridgewater International Poetry Festival was designed

"We wanted to demonstrate to students that these poets are

primarily as a performance venue, but also featured seminars and

real people, not just names in a book;' he said. "If my students can

informal sessions in the College's Boitnott Room for discussion

realize that poets are real people, it's not so hard for them to realize

and networking. Each registered poet had 20 minutes to present his

that they, too, could be poets. Also, we wanted students to be more

or her work to the gathering, which included writers from Egypt,

globally aware, and we wanted to achieve that, in part, by bringing

South Africa, India,Japan, France, Zimbabwe and Canada, among

the world to Bridgewater."

others. Poets from 1 S states, including 21 poets from Virginia, also
participated.
Highlights included Georgia Review editor Stephen Corey,
Jamaican reggae poet Ras Takura and Aimee Suzara, a poet from
Oakland, Calif., who led a writing and performance workshop.

6
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The conference also boasted four sessions with nine editors for
those interested in sending out their work for possible publication.
Three creative writing workshops also were offered.

acrossthemall

CHRISTOPHERT. GEORGE

..
PAMELA USCHUK

JEFF SCHWANER

ELIZABETH HOOVER
NEAL HALL, M.D.

'1 trulyfeel thisfestival fuijiiled the Bridgewater
College ideals of goodness, truth, beauty and
harmony." - SARAH MURPHY
''To bring so many ethnicities and races together as
one voice singing is a beautiful thing,just what this
divided and wounded world needs." - PAM USCHUK

RAS TAKURA

"A great example of the US. motto: E Pluribus
Unum (from many, ONE)." - HEATHER BANKS
'1t was truly a delight to be part ofit. And hats
offto your wonderful students who supported the
festival with such a sincere appreciationfor poetry!"
- MARK FITZGERALD

'1 thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to read,
network and share." - JEFFREY SCHWANER
'1 returned to Texasfilled with a general sense
optimism about myfellow human beings that
should last a good, long time." - JOANI REESE
'1t was diverse, international and poetic."
- JOSHUA GRAY
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Take a couple of thousand students,
teachers and visitors and toss them
into a really big room with some of
the most fun cutting-edge technology
in the world. The result? Share �air
Nation, of course.

"Share Fair was a great professional
development opportunity, and I was able to take
away ideas that would be relevant to my high
school physics students:' - Alaina Erbaugh '10

8
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L

ike most educators, physics teacher and 2010 Bridgewater
alumna Alaina Erbaugh wants her students to see for them
selves that learning can be fun. She's always on the lookout
for new interactive learning experiences that will appeal to
her high-school students. So she was excited to participate
in Bridgewater College's Share Fair Nation event last November,
where she engaged in professional development sessions and pe
rused more than 40 STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art
and mathematics)-inspired, hands-on activities.
Erbaugh was pleased to go home with some tangible learning
activities to use in her classroom at Spotswood High School.
"I have found that students benefit from a mixture of hands-on

learning and lecture;' Erbaugh said. "Some students learn best from
lectures; others from hands-on activities. My most effective lessons
have been the ones that include balanced elements of each. I like to
follow up a lecture with a lab activity, or vice-versa, but my favorite
is bouncing between the two-trying out concepts in the lab,
discussing the observations and how they tie together, then doing it
again with a similar idea. Share Fair was a great professional devel
opment opportunity, and I was able to take away ideas that would
be relevant to my high-school physics students."
Share Fair Nation, a free expo sponsored by the Morgridge Fam
ily Foundation and held at colleges and universities across the U.S.,
featured interactive educational activities sponsored by corpora-

tions, non-profit organizations and Bridgewater College clubs.
Many BC students were on hand to help children at the displays.
The event comprised two distinct components: professional devel
opment classes for teachers and STEMosphere, a free, hands-on,
brains-on exhibition for students, their families and the public.
More than 1,500 people from the community came to the Funk
houser Center for Health and Fitness to enjoy STEMosphere's
wide variety of exhibits, including a forensic science lab where the
public could examine evidence and try to solve a fictional crime; a
flight simulator; and a lab where participants could build and race
robots. Bridgewater College's psychology honor society, Psi Chi,
had sheep brains on display for children to touch and learn about

BRIDGEWATER
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"This was our first rural Share Fair Nation event, and we absolutely loved the teachers'
passions for new ways of educating their students. The event is based on experiential
learning, allowing the teachers to learn in a safe and fun environment before they test
it out on their students. Our partnership with the College is ideal because Bridgewater
really understands the importance of training teachers for a 21st century education and
helping to create our workforce of the future. Bridgewater is all about the student first,
what's best for the student, and delivers a world-class education:'

- Carrie Morgridge
Vice President, Morgridge Family Foundation and author of Every Gift Matters
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the function of different areas of the brain. KEVA Planks sent a
representative to build a 30-foot-tall tower and brought thousands
of the company's famous maple planks for children to design and
build their own structures.
Teshome Molalenge '87, the College's director of sustainability,
showed off Bridgewater's solar- and pedal-powered vehicle, ELF,
which is used primarily to pick up recycling around campus. He de
scribed to visitors how the solar panel system and charging station
worked and boasted that the tricycle-type vehicle gets the equiva
lent of 1,800 miles per gallon. When Tammy Hughes Johnson '01
stopped by the exhibit with her children Kayleigh and Benjamin,
the kids were excited to climb into the vehicle to get a firsthand
look at how to drive it.
For Molalenge, the exhibit offered a great opportunity to teach
children-as well as their parents and local schoolteachers-about
a new kind of renewable product that is good for the planet.
"We really want to demonstrate that the future is renewable;'
Molalenge said. "In this vehicle, you can drive 1,800 miles for the
price of one gallon of gas. It's efficient, and it produces no emis
sions. And it provides the opportunity for exercise because the
driver has to pedal. For students and educators, learning about this
vehicle gives the opportunity to think outside the box and ask how
we manage the energy from the sun, which is abundant."
Amanda Nicholson 'O1 works as director of outreach at the
Wildlife Center ofV irginia (co-founded by Bridgewater alumnus
Ed Clark '73 ), and hosted an exhibit to promote the Center's
"Cam in the Classroom" program. The live web-broadcasts allow
students to watch the animals fly, eat, bathe and exercise as they are

prepared for release back into the wild. Nicholson said teachers can
allow their students to participate in moderated discussions with
the Center to ask questions about the animals.
Nicholson also brought Wilson the Eastern box turtle that has
lived at the Wildlife Center since 2009, when found in Maymont
Park in Richmond, Va., with his shell painted purple. Because box
turtles have small home territories, and it is unknown where Wil
son came from, he cannot survive in the wild.
"Our Center offers fun ways to introduce technology into the
classroom and while students gain more sustained learning about
wildlife;' Nicholson said. "Through these moderated discussions,
kids can ask questions in a safe, online environment while learning
how to help wildlife."
More than 150 teachers, like Erbaugh, participated in the
classroom intensives, where they learned best practices for imple
menting 21st century education methods and technologies into
their classrooms. Tammy Floyd Stone '96, science coordinator for
Rockingham County Public Schools, was excited to see so many
teachers from her school division participating.
'Tm hoping that these dedicated teachers will gain the inspira
tion of being excited about the opportunities in science education;'
Stone said. "They will get some great ideas they can use in their
classrooms."
Kristy Rhea, director of information technology at Bridgewa
ter, added: "This was a day to celebrate our local educators and
to inspire learners of all ages to problem-solve and continue to
learn outside the classroom. Fun, hands-on activities help students
explore the world and expand their personal possibilities."

"I'm hoping that these dedicated teachers will gain the, inspiration of being excited about the opportunities in
science education. They will get some great ideas ey can use in their classrooms:' - Tammy Floyd Stone '96

Photos byToviah Morris and TommyThompson
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ENGAGING WITH THE WORLO

The answer is � 8�
by Martha Bell Graham

W

hen prospective students ask Bridgewater College recruit
ers if Mandarin Chinese is taught here, the answer is��!,_].
W hat about Arabic? That answer would be i!t,r.
The translation? "Yes:' because of an innovative new program
that pools the resources ofVirginia's independent colleges and
universities and merges them with technology for the benefit of
students at Bridgewater and other institutions.
Bridgewater's new Language Exchange Lab allows students to
enroll in foreign language studies, such as Mandarin, at Roanoke
College or the University of Richmond or others-without ever
leaving campus.
The language exchange, piloted last fall, is a cooperative effort
between nine member schools of the Virginia Foundation for Inde
pendent Colleges.
By using sophisticated video
and audio conferencing equip
ment, Bridgewater students
were able to take-for the first
time and for credit-a course
in Mandarin taught at Roanoke
College, and students from
Virginia Wesleyan took Arabic
"Limiting the study
classes offered by Bridgewater. In
of world languages
addition, Lynchburg, Marymount,
to the core European/
Roanoke, Sweet Briar, University
Western languages,
of Richmond, Randolph-Macon,
such as French and
and Emory & Henry participated
Spanish, may not fully
in the inaugural semester, which
prepare our students
offered Arabic, Mandarin and
to meet the demands
German.
of our global society:'
The idea for the language
- CAROL SCH EPPARD,
exchange coalesced from conver
VICE PRESIDENT AND DEAN
sations among the presidents of
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Virginia's independent private col
leges who jointly asked the question, "How do small, independent
schools offer a greater breadth of courses, while simultaneously
protecting the value of small classrooms and intimate instruction?"
One solution was sharing resources, and "one priority that rose
to the rop was language studies;' said Carol Scheppard, vice presi
dent and dean for academic affairs at Bridgewater.
As the world shrinks, travel becomes easier and commerce
develops internationally. "Limiting the study of world languages to
the core European/Western languages, such as French and Spanish,
may not fully prepare our students to meet the demands of our
global society;' Scheppard said. ''Adding other languages, such as
Mandarin and Arabic, provides our students with a competitive
advantage."
Clearly, Scheppard said, independent colleges and universities
cannot offer the breadth and variety of courses that a large public
institution can, but while small schools can find it "difficult to
provide robust programming;' independent colleges have to find

ways to broaden offerings while preserving their strengths: "How
could we keep that brand core and at the same time engage in
technology?"
Language studies seemed a viable option for such an exchange,
and the Language Exchange Lab accomplishes both.
Associate professor of biology Moshe Khurgel, who audited an
Arabic course taught at Bridgewater as part of the exchange, said
that while nothing can completely replace the value of the class
room, the lab comes close, "providing a learning opportunity for
students who would not otherwise have it."
Merging the opportunities afforded by multiple schools, Schep
pard said, also makes economic sense and becomes a significant
efficiency for students who will still benefit from closely engaged
learning-the strength of small independent schools. She antici
pates that similar resource sharing within the 15-school VFI C
could be expanded to include other subject areas.
W ith funding available from VFIC for the Language Exchange
Lab and with the strong support of!eadership, the task of ironing out the details went to the various chief academic officers who
worked with campus information-technology departments and
registrars. Together, they tested equipment and coordinated sched
uling between the participating schools.
Kristy Rhea, head of IT at Bridgewater, directed the technol
ogy side. A conference room was repurposed as a classroom and
equipped with a conference phone, cameras, large LCD screen,
white boards, and all the equipment necessary ro bring in students
from Virginia Wesleyan or to transport Bridgewater students to
Roanoke College-virtually.
"It's not an online class since it's all synchronous;' Rhea said. "It's
all done in real time with the professor physically in the room with
our students, and remotely in the room with the other students."
Or vice versa.
The quality of the audio feed was an initial concern because
language is "so dependent on pronunciation;' Rhea said. "That was
a worry, but it's been coming through quite clearly. It actually went
very well. The instructor was comfortable because of the way it's
set up. She's still in front of the classroom looking down a seminar
table, and she has her physical students around the table and the
TV at the other end where she can see her remote students."
Afi:er the initial semester, assessments of the program are ongo
ing, as students get ready to start new classes via the language lab.
"The word so far is good;' Scheppard said.
Rhea agreed.
"I sat in on the first two sessions;' she said. "At first it felt as
if the students were shy, as they would be in any course. But the
instructor managed to engage them so that they weren't just lis
tening, but were speaking back to the rest of the group and asking
questions. Afterwards, the students at our end were saying, 'Oh,
this is so cool."'
Translation: Pf\);, :i!:t:!!i!T
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Engaging Hirtory:

The Club and the Crucible
by Charles Culbertson

How a parking ticket led Bridgewater College students to
experience the most transforming event in United States history.

I

t was the war that pitted brother against brother, killed nearly
three-quarters of a million men and shattered the bonds of
enslavement for an entire people. Now, nearly 150 years afi:er
the guns of the North and the South fell silent at Appomat
tox in Virginia, the Civil War continues to fascinate Americans
of all ages and backgrounds-among them a growing number of
students at Bridgewater College.
But this interest in a conflict whose participants ripped the na
tion asunder and then put it back together again did not rise, as one
might suppose, from a history class. The Bridgewater College Civil
War Club got its start thanks to a parking ticket.
"It was in about 2004 that a student came to me to discuss a
parking ticket;' said Nick Picerno, the College's chief of police and
a nationally recognized Civil War historian and collector. "She
knew of my interest in the war, and we began discussing it and her
family's involvement in it. I knew of some other students who were
also interested, so that's when the idea came to us to create a Civil
War club."

14
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'1t amazed me-and still does-that events
that changed the course ofthe whole country
could happen in this place ofsmalljarms and
quiet neighborhoods that I call home."
- SEAN BRIGHT '16
This, however, was to be no classroom- and book-bound think
tank. None of the founders considered that even for a moment. In
stead, the club was designed very much as Lee, Jackson, Grant and
Sheridan themselves might have fashioned it-active, fast-moving
and audacious, with knowledgeable, charismatic leaders address
ing the most volatile and epoch-changing moments in American
history.
Picerno, chairman emeritus of the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields
Foundation who sits on the Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National
Park Advisory Board, said rhe first excursion for the club was almost
never in question: the Pennsylvania killing-ground of Gettysburg.
Picerno himself served as guide and interpreter for the trip to the
sire of this grim, three-day battle that marked the beginning of the
end for the Confederacy in rhe east.
"This battle was momentous;' noted Picerno. "Had Robert E.
Lee's Army of Northern V irginia won this fight, England might
very well have entered the war on the side of the South. Our history
would have been vastly different. But Lee's defeat here, more than in

any other battle, helped save the Union and guaranteed the United
Stares we know today."
Picerno stresses that point with the students in the club, telling
them that "the Revolutionary War created our nation, but the Civil
War defined it." It was, he said, the crucible in which the nation we
know today was forged.
He said student reactions to standing where thousands of men
were shot to pieces in, literally, a matter of minutes varies, but that
"overwhelming awe" is one of the most common. They are, he said,
uniformly solemn, especially at what he calls the "slaughter fields" of
Pickett's Charge, Little Round Top and Antietam.
Brooke Hudson '15, a co-president of the Civil War Club, comes
by her love of the subject matter honestly. She grew up in Grot
toes, Va., an area that experienced more than its share of the sweep
and thunder of war during the famous 1862 Shenandoah Valley
Campaign. A field trip to the New Market battlefield when she was
in the fifth grade cemented her fascination with the war. By the time
she got to Bridgewater, she had already heard of the club.
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'1t's important to study the Civil Tfar because we need to have an understanding of
these things that happened in our nation and our world."
- BROOKE HUDSON '15, CO-PRESIDENT OF THE CIVIL WAR CLUB

"I assumed it would be all guys, so I didn't plan on joining;' she
said. "Bur I went to the activities fair, mer some of the members
and decided to go to the first meeting. I've been involved ever
since."
Hudson said the Civil War is the reason she's a history major,
and that the club is a perfect outlet for her interests. She said rhe
excursions Picerno arranges present a wide variety of options, and
the experts he enlists to help interpret the sires add depth and
value.
"Ir's important to study the Civil War because we need to have
an understanding of these things that happened in our nation and
our world;' said Hudson. "People made decisions 150 years ago
that still affect us today. The Civil War is especially important to
our country because it represents who we once were and how far
we've come since then."
Like Hudson, club treasurer Sean Bright '16 was already inter
ested in the Civil War when he got to Bridgewater.
"I have spent my entire life living either in or very near the
Shenandoah Valley, and the Civil War captured my attention
because so much during that era happened practically in my back
yard;' he said. "Ir amazed me-and still does-that events that
changed the course of the whole country could happen in this place
of small farms and quiet neighborhoods that I call home."
For Bright, one of the most interesting trips rhe club rook was to
the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, Va., where Picerno
used his influence to gain access to the Flag Room - a facility with
sophisticated climate-control systems that houses more than 500
original battle flags of borh the South and the North.
"The flags amazed me, because in and of themselves they are
only swatches of red and blue cloth;' said Bright. "Yer men faced
death for their sake. They were important, not as homespun pieces
of wool or cotton cloth, bur because of the power of the ideas they
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conveyed-ideas of national pride, of protecting your home from
invasion, of preserving the Union."
Bright said the Civil War Club is a unique and valuable way for
students to learn about the United States in one of irs darkest chap
ters, and is a great example of how Bridgewater's faculty and staff
can partner with students to create opportunities to expand both
their knowledge and curiosity.
Unlike Hudson and Bright, Dominique Johnson '17 is not a
history major. Bur double-majoring in biology and psychology
does not preclude her interest in the Civil War Club, of which she
is secretary.
"Ir just shows that you don't have to be a history major to enjoy
being in this club and learning about a very important part of our
history;' said Johnson, whose trips with the club have, so far, taken
her to Gettysburg, Charleston, S.C., Harpers Ferry and Antietam.
"The war should be studied because it's a topic that is still under
debate today, namely, which is more important-state's rights or
federal law."
In addition to the field trips, Johnson said rhe club is valuable
because Picerno helps many of its members find internships at
battlefields and other historical programs.
And for Picerno, it's all a labor of love that he thinks has value far
beyond whatever historic sire the club is visiting at the rime.
"You never know where a student's involvement will take them;'
said Picerno, who noted that the Bridgewater group forms the only
college Civil War club in the state. "They have a wonderful rime,
enjoy great experiences and forge lifelong relationships. And who
knows? They themselves may one day be involved in preservation
efforts, and may one day rake their own children ro the same sites
they visited when they were in college.
"How do you quantify rhar?"

by Olivia A. Shifflett

Entering the world of conservation is something a lot of people, including college
students, think seriously about but often don't have the resources or contacts to
make happen. Not so for two Bridgewater College seniors-at least not this semester.
Christina Teter and Stephen Miller are heading as undergraduate students to the Smithsonian Con
servation Biology Institute (SCBI) in Front Royal, Va., for the spring 2015 semester. They are taking the
16-credit Conservation, Biodiversity and Society semester through the Smithsonian-Mason School of
Conservation.
The school-which is a partnership between the SCBI and George Mason University-offers
residential, hands-on, interdisciplinary programs in conservation biology, including two undergraduate
semesters for which Bridgewater College students are eligible: Wildlife Ecology and Conservation and
Conservation, Biodiversity and Society.
"Samantha Parker was really a driving force in making it happen:' said Dr. Tim Kreps, associate profes
sor of biology, referring to the memorandum of understanding the College signed to join the college
consortium, of which BC was the first member. Parker, a 2014 BC graduate and environmental science

Stephen Miller '7 5

Christina Teter '7 5
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major, was the first Bridgewater student to attend after the agreement
was signed.
Similar to a semester abroad, the immersive program at the SCBI
campus in Front Royal plunges students into a world of constantly
conducting research, collaborating with scientists, attending guest
1 lectures by renowned educators and much more. Kreps explained that
the ecology semester is for students with a biology background, while
the broader conservation semester is potentially for students from any
background who have an interest in conservation. Both semesters are
interdisciplinary and grounded in the liberal arts, while emphasizing
the importance of engaged learning in conservation.
Kreps is enthusiastic about spreading the word to BC students,
even beyond the more typical disciplines of biology and environmen
tal science. "There's really no reason why anyone who's interested in
conservation - from history, political science, art, business-couldn't
participate in this program."
Samantha Parker called the experience "one of the best semesters
I ever had." Spending the fall 2013 semester in the W ildlife Ecology and Conservation program, Parker
helped monitor the endangered wood turtle in her practicum, working under the supervision of Dr. Tom
Akre on riparian biodiversity research through Virginia Working Landscapes. "Essentially every Monday
I was out looking for baby turtles;' she commented. She discovered an aptitude and love for conservation
that she didn't know she had.
Parker continued her work, first as a volunteer every Friday of the spring 2014 semester, then as a paid
intern following graduation. She is now in the midst of her second six-month paid internship through
SCBI and Virginia Working Landscapes, this one with the Resources for Landowners project.
"It's definitely opened a lot of doors;' she said. "As a student, you learn about all these conservation ef
forts and how to become a better scientist in a place that is so active in the field and has so many ongoing
projects. The classes I took at Bridgewater-classes like Forestry and W ildlife Management and Principles
of Environmental Science-were strong building blocks for my career."
Like Parker, Teter, a double major in biology and environmental science, anticipates building on the
foundation of BC classes such as ecology and environmental science. Teter has already completed two
independent research projects at Bridgewater, including one through the John Martin Summer Research
Institute in summer 2013.
She hopes to expand her exploration of animals through reproductive biology. At SCBI, the active
research areas include the reproductive biology of endangered species. She noted chat her primary goal for
the semester is to figure out what her future career path in conservation might be.
"I'll have a wide range of skills and experiences chat will help me to be knowledgeable and a good candi
date for a job in the field;' she said.
Stephen Miller, an environmental science major, is similarly looking forward to the opportunities for
exploration and hands-on experience to further his liberal arts education and strengthen career path op
portunities.
"The liberal arts environment at Bridgewater
has caused me to grow as a whole person. My hope
is chat through this semester I can find my career
path and make connections that lead to an intern
ship or entry-level position somewhere."
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Robert and Cameron Thurston
The father and son team of Robert and Cameron
Thurston is launching a family tradition of being
part of the Bridgewater College Experience. Robert,
a 1981 graduate (see inset photo) with a degree in
business administration and Cameron, a sophomore
looking to major in English, hail from College
Park, Md., and say they are proud to be the first to
establish a Bridgewater legacy
in their family. In his time at
Bridgewater, Robert played for
the Eagles football team and was
a member of the Student Senate.
Cameron is a member of the
Eagles basketball team.
Photo courtesy of Robert E. Thurston '81

Want a chance to be a legacy family for this space in the magazine? It's easy. Gather the Bridgewater College graduates in your family,
take a high resolution (1 MB or larger) photo, and email it to us with a description of who's in the picture. You can submit legacy family
photos to cculbert@bridgewater.edu.

Take me out to the ballgame!
Annual Alumni and Friends Baseball Gathering at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore

Nationals vs. Orioles-July 11, 2015

For more information,
please visit
bridgewateralumni.com
or call 540-828-5451.
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"The kids really light up. The program
holds a special place in my heart."
ABOVE, LEFT: Eagle and reader Kenneth Waught '14
ABOVE, RIGHT: Don Burgess reads with kids at John Wayland Elementary School, Bridgewater.
Photo

- LOGAN SECRIST '17

by Laura Logan

by Mark Griffin '79
n several Tuesday and Thursday mornings each semes
ter, the Bridgewater College men's basketball team
comes together for an important team function. No, it's
not a practice at Nininger Hall for the next big game.
The guys are heading out to a local elementary school to participate
in the highly successful "Read W ith An Eagle" program.
Head coach and Harrisonburg native Don Burgess, who started
the program at Bridgewater in 2010, was introduced to the concept
of mentor reading while he was a second-grader at Waterman
Elementary School.
"The Harrisonburg High School basketball team would come
read to us;' he said. "Future University of Virginia and pro great
Ralph Sampson grew up in my neighborhood, so it was neat that
he came to read to us. That made a lasting impression on me. It told
me that reading was cool."
As a basketball player at Radford University, Burgess joined
his teammates on monthly trips to elementary schools to read to
students. He continued his involvement with the program while
working as an assistant coach at Coastal Carolina University, the
University of Central Florida and Virginia Military Institute, and
in 2008 brought it to Bridgewater when he came on board as head
basketball coach.
Burgess said his players generally visit local schools during
Bridgewater's convocation period on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The
twice monthly visits are each about an hour in length, and enough
players participate so that the ratio is usually one or two athletes
to each student. Sometimes the entire 18-member team and three
coaches are able to go.
To date, the team has read with students from Spotswood, Wa
terman and John Wayland elementary schools. In most instances,
the students choose the books from which they read.
20
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''I've read everything from Star T½rs to The Hunger Games:'
Burgess said. "It's also fun to see the expressions on the faces of our
6-foot 8-inch players as they read The Big Red Dog or Dr. Seuss
with the students-sometimes for the first time since they, too,
were kids."
Senior Aaron Adams is in his fourth year of the program and has
grown to love it. He said he enjoys reading to the younger kids as
well as to the special-education students.
'Tm one of the tallest guys, so they tend to run right up to me;'
Adams said. "They really see us as students, too. It's a fun experi
ence and a lot of those kids come to the games."
Freshman Ethan Adams said the program means a lot to him
because of his love for children and the sense of giving to the com
munity. Logan Secrist, also a freshman, agreed, saying, "The kids
really light up. The program holds a special place in my heart."
Wayland principal David Burchfield said his teachers and
administrators are thrilled with the partnership with Bridgewater's
athletes.
"Having basketball players as role models is great;' he said. "A
lot of kids idolize college athletes and they don't get to see them as
real people who also read, and it gets them excited. We hope the
partnership continues."
Burgess repeatedly talks about key objectives with the program.
"We want to make it fun for the kids and to also reinforce the
relationship that Bridgewater College has with the community;'
he said. "We also didn't want it to be just a one-and-done deal. We
have been doing this for seven years now and we're going to keep it
going."
Burgess added that any Bridgewater athlete or student is wel
come to join the program.

Where Are They Now?

R

etirement has been full of surprises for Lamar B. Neal, who
lefi: Bridgewater in 1999 after serving on the faculty for 28
years. The former political science and history professor and
BC golf coach, who moved back to his home state of Mississippi to
live near family after retiring, has worked as a casino dealer, taken
up bird watching and become a cat lover. Bue most surprising
even for Neal-is that retirement didn't end his teaching career.
"When I retired, I thought that would be the last of my teach
ing;' says Neal, who began his teaching career at Belhaven College
in Jackson, Miss., in 1958. "As soon as I got back to Mississippi,
and people heard I was here, I started getting calls to teach again."
Professor Neal (Ripples, 1997)
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"I've never tried to
sway my students or
convert them to my
way of thinking. The
main thing I wanted
was for my students to
go out and to be good
citizens. I encouraged
them to participate
in the governmental
process, and I didn't
care whether they did
that as Democrats or
Republicans:'
- LAMAR NEAL
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Over the next decade, Neal taught political science courses
at Meridan Community College, where he received his
associate's degree, and at the Meridian campus of his alma
mater, Mississippi State University (MSU). He was honored
as MSU's Person of the Month in 2010.
During the early 2000s, Neal also went to casino dealer
school and worked in a casino part time for about two years.
Once, he recalls, a group of his former BC golfers on a
road trip to New Orleans stopped into the casino where he
worked.
"They sat down at my table, and well, I hope I didn't take
too much of their money;' Neal says, laughing.
In 2010, Neal retired for good from teaching and moved
to Lucedale, along the Mississippi coast, to be closer to his
sister and other relatives. He says he's enjoyed getting closer
to nature and regularly takes long walks. Though he never
had a pet during the years he lived in Bridgewater, Neal
now shares his home with two cats: one that he adopted
from a former MSU student and the other a stray who
adopted Neal.
"It's really quiet here, and if a person is considering retir
ing, this is the way to go:' says Neal, who was a neighbor and
friend of American author Eudora Welty during his early
years of teaching at Belhaven.
Though no longer teaching, Neal stays busy in his com
munity as an active member of the Rotary Club and the
George County Retired Teachers' Association. He is chair
of George County's Education Committee and president of
the George County Education Foundation, for which he led
the fundraising effort that "Hooded" local elementary school
libraries with hundreds of books. Neal also enjoys playing
casino
poker and sometimes joins in Bingo games at the local
Professor Neal attempting to make a basket
senior
citizen's
center, though he quips, "I don't go often-all
while playing donkey basketball.
those
people
look
old to me. I still like to be around young
Ripples, 1999
people. My experience being around them has helped keep
me young."
At Bridgewater, the easygoing and affable Neal was well liked by students and a popular
choice as a chaperone for unofficial College parties at Melrose and Reddish Knob. He also
once co-chaperoned a toga party in Wardo Hall with the late English professor Bill Albright.
He's still remembered fondly, if his Facebook page filled with greetings and well wishes from
former students is any indication. He's served in honorary roles in numerous weddings of
former students-including best man.
Neal, who directed Bridgewater's pre-law studies program, was passionate about teaching
students how government works and encouraging them to participate in the process. He's
pleased that several of his former students now hold public service positions.
''I've never tried to sway my students or convert them to my way of thinking;' says Neal,
who served on the Rockingham County Democratic Committee during his time at Bridge
water. "The main thing I wanted was for my students to go out and to be good citizens. I
encouraged them to participate in the governmental process, and I didn't care whether they
did that as Democrats or Republicans."
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Hope Hickman and the
Bridgewater Experience

Hope Hickman '78

Robert Hueston

By Liisa Franzen

H

ope Harmon Hickman '78 credits retiredProfessor Robert Hueston with fostering her career
passion and creating opportunities for her to succeed.
"I arrived at Bridgewater intending to be a math major and then one day in math class we were
asked to compute the volume of a donut;' she says. "All of a sudden, I realized thatI couldn't care
less.I switched to business administration and was completely taken withProfessor Hueston's pas
sion and energy for accounting. He infected me with that excitement
and became a role model."
While a student at Bridgewater, Hope spent her senior year
interning at the accounting firm of Keeler,Phipps and Company
in Harrisonburg, Va.It was during one of the company's regional
training sessions in Delaware that she met her husband. His position
at Oldcastle keeps him constantly on the move, and Hope enjoys
traveling with him when she can, especially back to the company's
headquarters inIreland.
When asked what has spurred her to give so generously to her alma
mater, Hope is her usual frank self.
"I give back becauseI know that ifI don't, others won't have the
same opportunities thatI have had.I just can't understand why every
one who benefited from the Bridgewater Experience doesn't support
the College financially. My parents and my church taught me the
importance of caring for others-it's just part of my DNA."
Hope is vice president of reimbursement for the Georgia Health Care Association, a non-profit
organization that represents 95 percent of skilled nursing care facilities in Georgia. She and her
husband, Gary, live outside of Atlanta in Duluth with their two dogs. The four of them enjoy their
monthly retreats to their home away from home in Hilton Head, where they plan to retire some day.
"Professor Hueston is one of the reasons why I've donated to Bridgewater every year sinceI 've
graduated;' says Hope. "Without his teaching and mentoring, and without the liberal arts education
I received at Bridgewater, I wouldn't be whereI am today."

'' I give back because I
know that ifl don't,
others won't have the
same opportunities
that I have had."
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Greetingsfrom the BCAA board ofdirectors/The board
exists to facilitate relations among Bridgewater alumni and to pro
mote the mission of the College. Also, we are here to sustain and pro
vide the Bridgewater Experience for generations of students to come.
To that end, we support the College through our time, talents and
resources. We work alongside the office of alumni relations to assist
with events, encourage participation among alumni in the life of the
College and gamer financial support.
Over the past few years the board has worked to improve and ex
pand our regional alumni networks. Many localities now have annual
and/or semi-annual events for alumni to gather, reminisce, network
and hear the latest news from BC. These events began in Virginia and
Maryland, and have spread to other states as far away as Florida. Please
be on the lookout for the next regional alumni event near you.
In our effort to expand our alumni network, the office of alumni
relations and the board are working to develop, in each region, a small
group of alumni who will assist with events. If you would like to assist
with regional alumni events, contact Ellen Miller, director of alumni
relations, at emiller@bridgewater.edu, 540-828-8001.
We also want to keep alumni connected, and encourage them to
return to campus for Alumni Weekend, which is April 17-18, and for
other events. Events on Alumni Weekend will help alumni reconnect,
learn what is happening with students and faculty, and simply enjoy
being on campus. If you have yet to see the latest improvements to
campus-such as the renovated Nininger Hall, the football stadium
turf field, lights and expanded home seating-then you should defi
nitely make the trip to Bridgewater to check it out.
Also during Alumni Weekend, BC is hosting a Relay for Life event.
The BCAA will participate by sponsoring a team. All alumni are in
vited to participate personally and/or with a contribution. The Relay
begins at 6 p.m. on April 17 on the mall. To join, go to bridgewater.
edu/relayforlife. Then be sure to join our team: BC Alums for Life.
Contact our team captain,Josh Law, at 540-457-0991 orjal00S@
Eagles.Bridgewater.edu for more details.
This summer the BCAA will join the admissions office to continue
our new student going-away parties. In several locales around Virginia

and Maryland, alumni open their homes to new students, invite them
for a reception and give them the opportunity to meet with alumni,
current students and admissions staff. These fun, laid back events are
designed to give new students a connection to BC before they arrive
on campus. If you are interested in being part of and/or hosting one of
these events, please contact Ellen Miller.
Not to be forgotten is Homecoming. Believe it or not, plans are
already under way for Homecoming 2015. Mark your calendars now
for the weekend of October 17 and plan to be on campus for all
the festivities! The office of alumni relations is inviting alumni from
classes in reunion to be part of the planning for their class reunion. If
you are interested in helping with the planning for your class reunion,
please contact Ellen Miller.
The BCAA does much more than plan and assist with events. We
administer the Alumni Scholarship Fund that awards scholarships to
legacy students each year. This past year we awarded scholarships to
four students totaling more than $8,000. Your contributions to the
BCAA Scholarship Fund are the sole source for these scholarships;
therefore, we appreciate your contributions!
The BCAA also recognizes the noteworthy accomplishments of
our alumni. Annually the board presents the Distinguished Alumnus
Award, the Young Alumnus Award and the West-Whitelow Humani
tarian Service Award. The board is always looking for alumni worthy
of recognition. Therefore, if you know of suitable candidates for these
awards, then please forward their names and any other information
you have about them to Ellen Miller.
Lastly, I would be remiss not to mention the importance of alumni
financial support to the College. A measure of any college's success is
the financial support that its alumni provide, measured by percentage
of alumni who donate. Please consider donating to BC. Its success is
our success!
-Mel Williams '95
Bridgewater College Alumni Association
President, 2014-2015

• We want to hear from you! Have a new address, email or phone number? Send us an email at alumnews@bridgewater.edu
and update your information.
• Join our online community at bridgewateralumni.com
• Connect with us on Facebook by liking the Bridgewater College-Office of Alumni Relations page: facebook.com/
bridgewatercollegealumni
• Join the Bridgewater College Alumni group on Linkedln: linkedin.com/groups/Bridgewater-Co/lege-Alumni-1434807
• Follow President Bushman on Twitter at twitter.com/presbushman
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Cass Notes

..'

Email your news on births, deaths, marriages, job changes, achievements, etc., to alumnews@bridgewater.edu
Login to bridgewateralumni.com
Or, mail to Office of Alumni Relations, College Box 40, Bridgewater College, Bridgewater, VA 22812
Remember to include your name, maiden name, class year, spouse's name and class year if applicable, mailing address, phone and email address.
Please avoid using abbreviations and keep your submissions to 75 words or less. We look forward to hearing from you!

1946
LOLEINE BARNHART FISHER
of Roanoke, Va., writes, "I find that
quality of life is to be found in
many ways:'

1951
After more than 40 years teaching at Virginia Tech and living in
Blacksburg, Va., CARL and ANN
MCDANIEL moved to the Bridgewater Retirement Community in
May 2014.

1959
DR. MARJORIE HARE COPPOCK
of San Antonio, author of Wrestling
With Angels: The Sexual Revolution
Confronts the Church, reports that

the book and other presentations
are available at wrestlingwith
angels.com. In April 2014, she
presented a paper, "The Impact of
Contemporary Family Life Patterns
on the Quality and Stability of
Child Rearing;' at the Southwestern
Sociological Association meeting
held in San Antonio.

C. FRANKLIN DRUMHELLER of
Locust Grove, Va., writes, "I'm hanging on after 77 years:'

1961
DUWARD STARKEY of Roanoke,
Va., writes, "Enjoying retirement,
grandchildren and traveling with
my wife, Helen:'

1965
DR. C. DAVID JONES of Indianapolis, Ind., retired in 2004 after
35 years at Eli Lilly and Co. David
and his wife, the former Susann
Long '65, enjoy gardening, pet
rescue, fishing and boating. They
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look forward to seeing classmates
at Homecoming and to celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary in
2016.

MARY LOU HOBBS of Alexandria,
Va., writes, "Still enjoying my second career as a studio potter:'

1967
DR. SANDRA CHASE has been
in the private practice of homeopathic family medicine for 40 years,
27 of them in Fairfax, Va., where
she lives.

1974
CHARLES and BETTY KAROL
FAIRCHILDS WILSON '75 of New
Market, Va., celebrated 40 years of
marriage with a 40-day trip to the
48 lower states - their own Amazing Race.

1996
CINDY PEARSON FEREK, a physical education and driver's education teacher at Turner Ashby High
School in Bridgewater, Va., received
a $100,000 grant from Farmers
Insurance as one of five winners in
the national Thank A Million Teachers competition. Cindy's winning
proposal, "Two Wheels Squared;'
was for two multi-use trails behind
the high school, which would benefit students and the community.

1997
LARA ROSIER BISSETT and Bill
have a daughter, Margaret Jane
(Maggie), born Dec. 3, 2013. Lara
is an attorney and stay-at-home
mom. The family, which also
includes another daughter, Molly,
lives in Lexington, Ky.

1975

EMILY FAGAN and
CHRISTOPHER REEDY '05 were

1977

married July 25. The couple lives in
Harrisonburg, Va.

RAYLENE BALLARD GRAZER of

AMBER CROPPER HAM and ROB
HAM '05 adopted two children,

Kutztown, Pa., has been a senior
project officer with ECRI Institute in
Plymouth Meeting, Pa., since 1998.

Dalisa, age 8, and Urian, age 6, on
Aug. 25. The family, which includes
another son, Robert Ham IV, lives
in Bridgewater, Va.

1982

1991
DR. MICHAEL HUNT of Roanoke,
Va., practices endodontics and
teaches part-time at the University of North Carolina School of
Dentistry.

CLARK RITCHIE of Broadway, Va.,
was sworn in as a judge for the
26th Judicial Circuit on Nov. 18. He
previously served as the deputy
commonwealth's attorney for
Rockingham County.

1999

BETTY KAROL FAIRCHILDS
WILSON (see Charles Wilson '74).

RODERICK JOHNSON of Washington, D.C., is treasurer of the
District of Columbia Republican
Party.

v. UNITE HERE and Harris v. Quinn)
and published a law article, "Crazy
Cat Lady or Lonely Senior: when
the Elderly Are Denied Living
Facilities Based on the Definition of
'Pet:" She received an Eagle Award
for the Highest Grade in Entertainment Law; received Fourth Place
for Outstanding Law School Chapter Vice Justice for Phi Alpha Delta
Law Fraternity, International; and
presided as President of lntellectual Property and Entertainment
Law Society, and Co-Founder/
PR Director of the 192nd chapter
of Student Animal Legal Defense
Fund.

2000
Jennifer M. Brown '98

1998
JENNIFER M. BROWN of Singers
Glen, Va., a graduate of Regent
Law, conducted research for two
U.S. Supreme Court cases (Mulhall

DEANNA SHERMAN LAM and
Stuart have a son, Lincoln Stewart,
born Aug. 25. The family lives in
Harrisonburg, Va.

2002
HOLLY DENISE MITCHELL
GARDENHOUR and Troy have
a son, Noah David, born Aug. 31.

Class oP 1969

ROW 1: Nancy DeBerry Sweet, Nina

Miller Arnett, Jean Buckner Pryor,
Lois Schubel Culhane, Susan Monger
Shifflett, Judy Gresham Koch, Terry
Westhafer
ROW 2: Tom Brown, Ginger Harden,
Judy Ballard Ely, Annamae Donley
Harmon, Andy Ramstetter
ROW 3: (left to right, hidden behind
row 2) Lois Wine Sanger, Jesse Lynch,
Joe Powell, Barry Myers
ROW 4: Dennis Sanger, Jane Zigler
Fulk, Ina Fitzwater Baker, Bruce Hart,
Leroy Jonas, Paul Staufer
ROW 5: Dick Stutzman, Abe Evans, Joe
Dudash, Mike Mastropaolo

Class oP 1979

ROW 1: Pamela Kline Wolfe, Suzanne Artz Loveland, Kathy Kline Miller,

Mary Ann Mull Couch, Janet Schwartz Light, Pam Crouse Ulrich, Ellen
Burkholder Miller
ROW 2: Michael Tokarz, Ted Barker, Robbie Miller, Jeff Postans
ROW 3: (left to right, staggered) J. William Holman, Jonathan Lyle, Paul
Warfield, Jim Jordan, Robert Blades, Vern Ulrich

Class oP 1974

ROW 1: Jeff Heppard, Greg Peters, Phyllis Wine, Sue Hartman Sheridan,

Betty Wright Wade, Gerri Garber Rigney
ROW 2: Steve Agee, Bruce Jones, J. Allen Layman, Craig Pahls, Sam McCoy,
Rick Claybrook
ROW 3: Mike Arnette, Bob Krepps, Eric Mills, Jim Craft, Rob Cati/in
ROW 4: Steve Mason, Bill McKenney

Holly earned a master's degree
in middle level education and
is choral director at Boonsboro
Middle School in Washington
County, Md. The family lives in
Waynesboro, Pa.

SARAH HARVEY WICHAEL and
Brandon have a son, Luke James,
born July 3. Sarah is a marketing
specialist for Sentara RMH Medical
Center. The family lives in Bridge
water, Va.

m classreunions

Homecoming Weekend-October 25, 2014

2003
JULIE C. JACKSON-BAILEY and
JONATHAN BAILEY '04 have
a daughter, Ellison Grace, born
Sept. 25. The family lives in North
Charleston, S.C.

JENNIFER COLE LEONARD is
a pediatric physical therapist in
Washington, D.C. The family, which
includes her husband, Mike, and
their son Owen Matthew, lives in
Alexandria, Va.

-

The family of Rob Ham '05 and Amber Cropper Ham '99.
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mu classreunions
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Class oP 1984

ROW 1: Lisa Perry, Nancy Clatterbuck Phibbs, Martha
Kline Allen, Lisa Long, Leslie Beckley Bates, Becky
Haines Ardis ROW 2: Robin Wright Lavinder, Lisa Staley
Oleskie, Marsha Turner Andes, Deanna Dinkel Bowe,
Danna Taylor Gaver, Ann Mullendore Nemanic ROW 3:
Stephanie Bishop McFadden, LuAnn Ashton Paul, Kim
Weiford Lucas, Amy Dawson Finley, Tim Finley ROW 4:
Gene Straley, Dale Bowman, Rebecca Thornett Shomo,
Ron Cummings, Daryl Halter ROW 5: John Garber, Ken
Hanson, Tom West, Allen Phibbs, Bob Busk

Class oP 1989

ROW 1: Anita Bush Helm, Sara Stump Potvin, Denise Walden, Sarah LaCharite'
Miller ROW 2: Michelle Anderson Gum, Ken Williams, Jay Cline, Rebecca
Hutchinson ROW 3: Doug Potvin, Scott Dovel, Greg Gum, Matthew Smith,
David Swisher, Pat Shiflet

Class oP 1994

ROW 1: Craig Landes, Stephanie Lickey Lilley, Theresa Fox Landes,

Jennifer Propst, Candace Cline Rodeffer, Scott Lescalleet
ROW 2: Craig Payne, Brett Butler ROW 3: John Helbert, Tim
Runion, Brett Martin, Beth Gammon Alivs, Kelly Ellis Bailey
ROW 4: Denise Miller Shiflet, David Bremner, Ellen Hicks, Karl
Vere/I

Class oP 1999

ROW 1: Missy Groft Jones, Melissa

Morse Dimarsicio, Maria Dove Keyes,
Meredith Hall Moomaw, Evelyn
Simmons, Kathy High Blouch, Kelley
King Haga ROW 2: Matt Whitaker,
Chasity Shaffer Whitaker, Richard
Sterner, Amy Johnson Hutcherson,
Emily Fagan Reedy, Amber Cropper
Ham ROW 3: Stephanie Foltz Slater,
Sam Moretz, Kara Staufer Brush,
Jonathon Brush, Christian Saunders,
Kim Workman Saunders ROW 4: Lisa
Utterback Higgins, Mandi Fulk Glendye,
Andrea Eger-Criscione, Sara Puckett
Breeden, Rich Va/laster
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Class oP 2004

ROW 1: Diana Wyant Craver, Juliana Yam, Katy Yam, Jennifer Holder Lucas, Patricia Nadder Funk, Rebekah Castle, Tasha Williams, Barbara Deaderick
ROW 2: Sarah Yingling Kolbe, Shay McNeil, Lila Orrock Hiltz, Jennifer Shirey Murray, Jennifer Hawk Flora, Mary Lewis, Melissa Short, April Spittle Blake, Stephanie
Jones Been ROW 3: Tiffany Cauley Myers, Kevin Geisert, Bethany Pippin-Hoovler, Amanda Bunting Alkire, Kristin Kane Rhea, Jessica Blosser Mahoney
ROW 4: Nell Bodani, C.W Durrette, Stephen Schaefer, Dan Proctor, Emily North Catron, Nicole Farr, Daryl Funk ROW 5: Jon Boller, Jonathan Williamson, Jon
Puvak, Sonny Joesph, Andrew Lacey, Jeremiah Bradshaw, Jermaine Taylor, Steward White, Travis Myers, Issac Colebert

Class oP 2009

ROW 1: Tracy Wellman,
Katelyn Mancini, Nadia
Wasef, Brandi Berry, Whitney
Hobson, April Barefoot
ROW 2: Amanda Ne/ling Lee,
Natalya Cecil, Nikki Guthrie,
Cristal Reese McDonald,
Kevin McDonald
ROW 3: Brandon Lee, Kari
Thorestenson Darsch, Myrta
See, Sarah Rhodes, Jeffery
Dallas
ROW 4: Zack Sublett (in front
of) Donte Montague, Bran
don Spalding, Stephen Fike,
Jeffrey McCauley, Jeramey
Ward, Jennifer Ward

Class oP 2014

ROW 1: Carrie Wild, Ashley Ellis, Megan

Fulkerson, Katelyn Wampler, Brittany Flint,
Erin Gardner ROW 2: Amanda Harpine,
Cassandra Clark, Jennifer Evans, Tina Mills,
Ellen Morris, Rachael Sloan ROW 3: Victoria
McC/intic-Church, Brookney Coleman,
Mary Ballard, Holly Donahue, Carissa
Cheatham Sellick, Andrew Veenis, Brittany
Harper, Shon Daniels.
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KYLE LEHMAN MOHLER and
Nicholas have a second son, Eli
Martin, born in March 2013. The
family lives in Lancaster, Pa.

2004

JONATHAN M. BAILEY (see Julie
C. Jackson-Bailey '03).
On July 1, JENNIFER SHIREY
MURRAY of Fairmont, W.Va., was

Staunton, Va. The family lives in
Stuarts Draft, Va.

2007

TERRI BAKER married Jerome

Miller on July 27. Terri is an aca
demic counselor at the University
of California, San Diego. The couple
lives in San Diego.

Stephen have a daughter, Lillian
Elizabeth, born July 3. The family
lives in Ashland, Va.

RUSSELL SMOOT and LINDSEY
BARRETT '10 were married Sept.
27. Russell is a project manager for
a mechanical contracting company
and Lindsey is an elementary
school guidance counselor. The
couple lives in Shenandoah, Va.

TRACY HINKLE WELLMAN of

awarded tenure and promoted
to assistant professor of exten
sion with West Virginia University
Extension Service.

Amelia Court House, Va., earned a
master's degree in social work in
May 2014. She is a school social
worker for Richmond City Public
Schools.

2010

KATIE SNYDER and Jeff Coulter

Kathryn Tice '05 and Dean Bender

were married July 3. Katie is a
physician extender at University
of South Carolina Sports Medicine,
working with the USC Gamecocks.
The couple lives in Irmo, S.C.

Ham '99).
Fagan '99).

CHRISTINA SIMKO of Pittsburgh,
Pa., has accepted a tenure-track
position as assistant professor
of sociology at Williams College
beginning in the fall of 2015.

KATHRYN TICE and Dean Bender
were married Sept. 20. The couple
lives in Charlottesville, Va.

2006

JESSICA DULIN BURTNER and

Ryan have a son, Brooks Gene,
born Nov. 1. Jessica is marketing
and communications coordinator
for Dominion Virginia Power in
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Rebecca Pomfrey '09 and Jeremy
Allen '09

2009

JEREMY ALLEN and REBECCA
POMFREY were married Sept. 14.

Jeremy is an insurance risk analyst
and is pursuing an MBA at Strayer
University. Becca is pursuing a
Ph.D. in neuroscience at American
University in Washington, D.C. The
couple lives in Northern Virginia.

SARA EDWARDS SALVATO and

2013

TODD GARNETT HARRIS and

Kathleen Marie Rowe were mar
ried Aug. 2. The couple lives in
Harrisonburg, Va., where Todd is a
police officer.

2014

KELSEY KOENIG is pursuing a
degree at LSU School of Veterinary
Medicine in Baton Rouge, La.

BEN and KATIE HARDING
MANIS have a daughter, Mary

RACHAEL SLOAN of Harrison

March 22. Kristina is a core team
member at White Oak Lavender
Farm. The couple lives in Bridge
water, Va.

CHRISTOPHER REEDY (see Emily

Chris, have a daughter, Lennon
Vallie, born Oct. 21. The family lives
in Bridgewater, Va.

Linehan were married June 14. The
couple lives in Myersville, Md.

KIMBERLY CICOTELLO and Taylor

JAMES OATES and KRISTINA
MARIE DAVIS '12 were married

ROB HAM (see Amber Cropper

LINDSAY MCGUFFIN TERRY and

ANNA CLEMENTS and Sean

2011

Grace Julia, born Oct. 29. The
family lives in Farmville, Va.

2005

Cicatello '11).

Roby '12 were married June 21. The
couple lives in Bridgewater, Va.

Russell Smoot '09).

2008

TAYLOR ROBY (see Kimberly

KASEY ANDERSON of Har
risonburg, Va., was honored by
Chatham High School when they
retired her No. 2 jersey on Sept. 19.
Kasey continued her outstanding
softball career at BC and former
head softball coach Donnie Fulk
attended the presentation.

LINDSEY BARRETT SMOOT (See

Katie Snyder '08 and Jeff Coulter

student at Bethany Theological
Seminary in Richmond, Ind.

2012

KRISTINA MARIE DAVIS (see

James Oates '11).

KELLY REMNANT married
Andrew Frye on June 9, 2012. Kelly
is pursuing a master's degree in
occupational therapy from James
Madison University. The couple
lives in Charlottesville, Va.

KYLE REMNANT earned a master
of music degree in trombone
performance from James Madison
University in June 2014. He is a

burg, Va., teaches English as a
second language at Smithland
Elementary School.
On Dec. 3, SARA URRY of
Bridgewater, Va., the music direc
tor at Buffalo Gap High School,
was awarded a $1,000 grant by
"Project 3;' a partnership involving
WHSV-TV, valley businesses and
schools. The money, donated by
Valley Honda in Staunton, Va., will
be used to purchase new concert
dresses and tuxes for band and
choir concerts.

Memorials
DR.JOHN RANDOLPH GAMBILL
JR. '40 of West Des Moines, Iowa.,
died Dec. 16, at the age of 96. He
was certified by the American
Board of Psychiatry and held positions such as superintendent of the
Mental Health Institute in Clarinda,
Iowa, staff psychiatrist at the Veterans Administration hospital and
chief of psychiatry at Broadlawns
Medical Center in Des Moines. In
2011 he received a Ripples Society
Medal from Bridgewater College.
He is survived by his second wife,
Lois.

IVA BLANCHE VOUGHT
ARNOLD '44 of Romney, W. Va.,
died Oct. 11, at the age of 91. She
retired from the Hampshire County
Board of Education after 38 years
of service. During the 60s, she
and her husband, the late Yearl
E. Arnold, spent their summers
directing church camps at Camp
Galilee at Terra Alta, W.Va.

MABEL CATHERINE DRIVER
FLORA '48 died Dec. 1, at the age
of 87. She lived in Carroll County,
Md., for 45 years before moving to
Bridgewater, Va. in 1997. She was a
second-grade school teacher and
reading specialist at Mount Airy
Elementary School for 22 years.
She also served as dietitian for
Camp Woodbrook, a Church of the
Brethren camp and retreat center
directed by her husband, David '48.
She was a member of Bridgewater
Church of the Brethren.

CARL FLORY '49 of Butler, Pa.,
died Dec. 3, at the age of 86. He
graduated from Alexian Brothers Hospital School of Nursing
in Chicago in 1954. He worked
as a nurse at the Butler Veterans
Administration Medical Center,
retiring in 1993. He was a member

of the North Main Street Church of
God and volunteered for Meals on
Wheels. He is survived by his wife,
Shirley.

BARBARA DOVE GOSNELL�9
of Murfreesboro, N.C., died Oct. 21,
at the age of 86. She was a lifelong
member of the Church of the
Brethren. An accomplished musician, she displayed her talents as
an organist and pianist at various
churches and musical productions.
She also enjoyed cooking.

DALE EMMERT LANDIS '49 of
West Bend, Wis., died of pneumania on Oct. 26. He was 91. He
earned a master of social work
degree from the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville. He served
as administrator-therapist at the
Racine County Mental Health Clinic
and as a therapist at Norris Adolescent Center in Mukwonago. He was
a member of Fifth Avenue United
Methodist Church, where he held
several positions of leadership. He
is survived by his wife, Barbara.

ANNE BOLTZ HOWDERSHELL
'50 of Alexandria, Va., died Sept.
1, at the age of 86. She was retired
from biological research at Meloy
Laboratories Inc.

DEE E. FLOYD '51 of Penn Laird,
Va., died Nov. 28, at the age of 86.
He served in the U.S. Navy, where
he was assigned to the USS Mount
McKinley as a radioman. He owned
Gerundo Family Campground and
retired from the Colgate Palmolive
Co., in 1987. He was active in the
Republican Party and served on
the Rockingham County Board of
Supervisors, as well as numerous
committees. He is survived by his
wife, Martha.

HAROLD RAY WHITE, COL.
(RET.) '52 of Austin, Texas, died

Dec. 4, at the age of 84. He served
in Korea as a B-26 pilot and later
in Udorn, Thailand, where he flew
106 missions in the F-4 over
Vietnam. He earned an M.A. in
public administration from the
Army War College at Carlisle, Pa.
He was senior A.F. adviser at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan. He was a realtor
in Austin. He is survived by his
wife, Elaine.

THE REV. SAMUEL FOSTER
GOULDTHORPEJR. '54 of
Dahlgren, Va., died Nov. 13, at
the age of 85. He graduated from
Virginia Theological Seminary in
1957. He served parish ministries
in Colonial Beach, Va., Accomack,
Va., Groveton, Va., LaPlata, Md.,
Onancock, Va., and Dinwiddie, Va.
He served as a fire department
chaplain. He was a high-school
substitute teacher and assisted
with coaching football. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Alice.

JAMES S. THOMPSON '57 of
Bridgewater, Va., died Jan. 4, at the
age of 85. He worked as a sanitarian with the Virginia Department of
Health and was an active member
of Monterey Presbyterian Church,
where he served on the session. He
served in the U.S. Army and volunteered with the Highland County
Rescue Squad. He is survived by his
wife, the former Lois Cupp ' 58.

DR.JOHN MAUZY YANCEY '58
of La Grange, Ky., died Dec. 4, at
the age of 81. He served in the U.S.
Air Force. He earned a Ph.D. in educational psychology at Penn State
University. He taught psychology
and statistics at Elizabethtown College before accepting a position in
human resources at the Pennsylvania University in Philadelphia.
In 1975 he joined the University of

Louisville's Health Sciences Center
and retired in 1996. He is survived
by his wife, Anna.

JOHN LOWELL KLINE '59 of
Bridgewater, Va., died Dec. 10, at
the age of 80. He earned an M.S.
in teaching from the University of
Virginia. He taught earth science
for 30 years at James Madison
High School in Vienna, Va. He also
taught courses for the University
of Virginia and Montgomery Junior
College. In 1971, he won the Star
Award from the National Science
Teachers Association for his contributions to science education. He is
survived by his wife, Sharon.

ROBERT COLEMAN "SAM" REID
'60 of Roanoke, Va., died Nov. 3,
at the age of 78. He was a logistics
liaison officer in the Central Intelligence Agency. He then worked
and served as president for Murray's Cider Company for a number
of years until retiring. He was a
member of the Cloverdale Church
of the Brethren, where he taught
Sunday School and served on various commissions. He is survived
by his wife of 56 years, the former
Anne Murray '60, who is a life
trustee of Bridgewater College.

WILLADEANE PHIBBS MYERS
'60 of Boonsboro, Md., died Oct.
4, at the age of 75. She was a
lifelong member of the Church of
the Brethren and was a member
of Westminster Church of the
Brethren. She is survived by her
husband of 55 years, Max.

DANIEL FRANKLIN GEIBJR.
'61 of Cordova, Md., died Aug. 8,
at the age of 75. After working
as an insurance agent for more
than 30 years, he began a career
in farming. He was a member
and lifelong deacon of Fairview
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DR. FREDERICK G. KEIHN, of Bridgewater, Va., died Nov. 2, at the age of 91. He taught chemistry at Bridgewater College
from 1967-86 and retired as professor of chemistry, emeritus.
He attended Randolph-Macon College and Lehigh University. He served in the U.S. Navy during World War II in the Atlantic
and Pacific. After the war, he earned a doctorate in chemistry from Syracuse University and began working as a research
chemist. He later became a professor of chemistry, first at Presbyterian College for two years and then for the remainder of
his career at Bridgewater College.
He was a gardener and orchardist. He especially liked growing roses and apples.
He married Elizabeth Odell Kibler of Luray, Va., who survives. They celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary in June 2014.
Also surviving are his children, Susan Finlay and husband, Sam, James Keihn and wife, Jane, William Keihn and wife, Nhumey
Tropp, and Ellen Mantus. He has nine grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
(Photo from

Ripples)

Church of the Brethren in Cordova.
He was a member of the Gideons
International.

arts from Virginia Commonwealth
University. She is survived by her
husband, William H. Ralston Jr. ' 63.

JOHN EDWIN HENNEBERGER
II '63 of Harrisonburg, Va., died

DR. DONALD WESLEY KILDAY

Nov. 9, at the age of 72. He earned
a master's degree in economics
from George Mason University. He
retired as a statistician with the
office of productivity in the U.S.
Department of Labor following 32
years of service. He served in the
U.S. Army. He is survived by his
wife, the former Judith Nolen ' 64.

ANN POWEL RALSTON '63 of
Sanford, N.C., died Sept. 11, at the
age of 73. She earned a master of
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'68 of Kingsport, Tenn., died Aug.
18, following a long battle with
cancer. He earned a doctor of phar
macy degree from the University
ofTennessee, Memphis, and was a
pharmacist and an entrepreneur.
He was an executive and board
member of Crown Laboratories
Inc., which he co-founded in 2000.
He was a member of the Gideons
International and helped build a
church while on a mission trip to
Brazil. He is survived by his wife,
Lorene.

DEBRA "DEBBIE" SUE GIFFORD
THOMAS '82 of Springfield, Va.,
died Nov. 30, following a two-year
battle with ovarian cancer. She was
54. She was an avid quilter and
longtime member of the Burke
Quilters Unlimited quilt guild.
She was a member of Knollwood
Community Church in Burke, Va.
She is survived by her husband of
32 years, Robert (major, U.S. Army
ret.).

YVONNE MICHELLE GOOD '94
of Bergton, Va., died Aug. 26, at
the age of 41. She was a senior
accountant for Rosetta Stone and
was a volunteer firefighter with
the Bergton Fire Department. She

loved riding her motorcycle and
attended Martin Luther Lutheran
Church.

RUTH CASSIDY JONES '96 of Ve
rona, Va., died June 29, at the age
of 40. She was a registered nurse at
Augusta Health, where she worked
for 15 years and was pursuing a
bachelor's degree in nursing at
Eastern Mennonite University. She
was a member of Verona United
Methodist Church. She was an avid
photographer and reader. She is
survived by her husband, Nicholas.
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• Reunion lunches for Classes of 1935, 1940,
1945, 1950, 1955, 1960 and 1965
• Golf outing at Lakeview Golf Course
• Ripples Society Banquet
• BC Tea: A Downton Abbey-inspired tea and
dance
• Bridgewater alumni team at Relay for Life
• Tours of renovated Nininger Hall
• Equestrian Center tour and riding
demonstration
• Jazz Ensemble concert
540-828-5451 or 800-476-4289, Ext. 5451
bridgewater.edu/alumni

